THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
history and the languages which have the fewest of these
mutations are reckoned then as the most primitive. Next
the object is to find out which words are common to all
the tribes, and which have been borrowed from neigh-
bours. The Danish Eskimo expert H. Rink was in this
way the first to demonstrate that nearly all the words
relating to the sea, the names of the various kinds of
fishing-gear, and the expressions for ebb and floodtide
and salt water were common to certain tribes. From this
he concluded firstly that the Eskimos had still formed one
main group at the time when they reached the sea, and
secondly that the special Eskimo culture did not originate
before this time. Nevertheless, the circumstances are so
complicated that philologists have not yet reached any
fixed conclusion as to the Eskimos* place of origin.
The anthropologist examines the physical type and
compares it with that of other races. He measures the
size of the skull and determines its shape, he observes the
setting of the eyes, and the colour of the skin and hair.
In general we are inclined to believe that Eskimos are
Mongolians, and related to the inhabitants of northern
and central Siberia. But the position is considerably
more complicated than this, and the theory of kinship
with the North American Indians cannot be altogether
rejected. There are some explorers who hold the view
that Eskimos are native to America, and have come up
from the south through the central part of the continent.
Both anthropological and philological research there-
fore involve great difficulty, and up to the present the
findings are vague. We must now see whether the other